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nations work together to bring democracy
and prosperity to their peoples and to con-
tinue our effort of promoting European
unity.

Our host, Hungary, like its democratic
neighbors, is making steady and strong
progress toward full integration into Europe.
I believe it can and will complete its trans-
formation to a free market. I believe its com-
mitment to playing an important, responsible
role in the new Europe is good news for all
of us.

Last January, almost a year ago, I went to
Brussels and then on to Prague and on to
Russia to begin the work of building a new
and united Europe. In the nearly one year
since, I have come back to this continent
three times to work toward that goal.

From our initiatives to open and to expand
NATO, to reducing the threat of nuclear
weapons, to making trade more free and fair,
to building up institutions like the CSCE, to
working toward preventing conflicts before
they get out of hand, through all these ef-
forts, this European Continent is becoming
more secure, more prosperous, and more
united.

Yes, there are problems, and there always
will be as long as human beings populate the
globe. But we are clearly moving in the right
direction, and that is good for the United
States.

As I close, let me say a special word of
thanks to the American missions in Hungary
and to the CSCE staff. I didn’t want to leave
Budapest without having a chance just to tell
you how much we appreciate your service,
your sacrifice at a time of very great chal-
lenge. I also thank the Peace Corps volun-
teers for their important contributions. They
represent the best of our country around the
world. I’m very proud of all of you. I thank
you for the warm welcome today. I wish I
had longer to stay, but this is a wonderful
way to end the trip.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:45 p.m. at Hangar
LRI–1 at Ferihegi Airport. In his remarks, he re-
ferred to Donald M. Blinken, U.S. Ambassador
to Hungary, and his wife, Vera; and Annette Lan-
tos, wife of Representative Tom Lantos.

Memorandum on Educational
Excellence for Hispanic Americans
December 5, 1994

Memorandum for the Heads of Executive
Departments and Agencies

Subject: Executive Order No. 12900—
Educational Excellence for Hispanic
Americans

Recognizing the importance of the edu-
cational needs of our Nation’s Hispanic com-
munity, I signed Executive Order No. 12900
on February 22nd of this year. The Executive
order took a strong, interagency, approach
to identifying and correcting the short-
comings of our educational system in serving
Hispanic youth. The Executive order created
the President’s Advisory Commission on
Educational Excellence for Hispanic Ameri-
cans (‘‘Commission’’), which advises the
President and the Secretary of Education on
these issues. Further, the Executive order es-
tablished the White House Initiative on Edu-
cational Excellence for Hispanic Americans
(‘‘White House Initiative’’), which is housed
in the Department of Education. Addition-
ally, the Executive order states, in part, that:

[E]ach Executive department and each
[agency designated by the Secretary of
Education] shall prepare a plan for, and
shall document, both that agency’s effort
to increase Hispanic American partici-
pation in Federal education programs
where Hispanic Americans currently are
underserved, and that agency’s effort to
improve educational outcomes for His-
panic Americans participating in Fed-
eral education programs. * * * * Each
agency’s plan shall provide appropriate
measurable objectives for proposed ac-
tions aimed at increasing Hispanic
American participation in Federal edu-
cation programs where Hispanic Ameri-
cans currently are underserved.

Given the current status of Hispanics in
education and the need to prepare all of our
youth for productive employment and life-
long learning, we must make the education
of Hispanic youth and adults a high priority
in order to achieve the goals set for us by
title I of the Goals 2000: Educate America
Act (‘‘Goals 2000’’). This will require that
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each of you, as stewards of your agencies,
take a more active role in ensuring that the
education-related programs of your agency
serve Hispanics equitably, both qualitatively
and quantitatively.

Consistent with this purpose and with Ex-
ecutive Order No. 12900, I am directing that
you identify as soon as possible a senior offi-
cial who will act as liaison to the Commission
and the White House Initiative to assist in
this interagency initiative. The official should
be at the Deputy Secretary level. Addition-
ally, a second official in the agency—if pos-
sible, a Hispanic senior official—should be
designated to serve as a co-liaison, who will
be responsible for carrying out requests from
the Commission. These two officials will
work closely with the Executive Director of
the White House Initiative.

I know that you will cooperate fully with
both the Commission and the White House
Initiative. I also ask that to the extent prac-
ticable you honor any requests for appro-
priate information, including available data
relating to the eligibility for, and participation
by, Hispanic Americans in Federal education
programs and the progress of Hispanic
Americans in relation to the National Edu-
cation Goals, as set forth in the Goals 2000
Act.

William J. Clinton

Remarks on the Resignation of Lloyd
Bentsen and Nomination of Robert
Rubin as Secretary of the Treasury
December 6, 1994

The President. Good morning, everyone.
Today, with deep regret, I accept the resigna-
tion of the senior member of our economic
team, Secretary of the Treasury Lloyd Bent-
sen.

I first began to think about asking Lloyd
Bentsen to join our administration and to be
a part of our economic efforts to restore eco-
nomic opportunity in America, to restore the
fortunes of the middle class, to give poor
Americans a chance to work their way into
the middle class when we talked on a bus
going through Texas in 1992. I had known
and respected him for many years, but we’d
never really had a long and detailed discus-

sion about what was happening in America,
about the number of people who were work-
ing hard and still falling behind, about the
growing inequality in our country among
hard-working people. He made a profound
impression on me that day and in all the days
since. And I thank him for his outstanding
service for a job very, very well done.

Lloyd Bentsen likes to say that you can
serve your fellow men and women in many
ways, as a healer, a teacher, a preacher, but
you can never touch as many lives as in public
service. He has given more than half a cen-
tury of his life to public service, as a pilot
in the Army Air Corps in World War II flying
combat missions over Europe, as a county
judge, as a Congressman, as a businessman,
a United States Senator and distinguished
chairman of the Senate Finance Committee,
a contender for President, our party’s nomi-
nee for Vice President, and finally as a very
outstanding Secretary of the Treasury. He
has served in every capacity with dignity and
distinction. By any stead, he ranks as one of
the outstanding economic policymakers in
this country since World War II.

As Secretary of the Treasury, his work has
touched nearly every field of accomplish-
ment of this administration: making our
economy work again for ordinary Americans,
restoring discipline to our budget, helping
private enterprise create new jobs, expanding
trade, passing the Interstate Banking Act
which saved billions in regulatory costs, en-
suring greater tax fairness in our Tax Code
through giving a tax break to 15 million hard-
working American parents. And he’s also
made the Treasury Department a full partner
in our fight against crime and drugs.

The results are there for all to see: the
biggest deficit reduction in history, the big-
gest expansion of trade in a generation, over
5 million new jobs in this economy on this
Christmas than there were two Christmases
ago, and this year more high-wage jobs into
this economy than in the previous 5 years
combined. The earned-income tax credit has
given 50 million Americans who live in hard-
working families with modest incomes more
money in their pocket and a greater chance
to have a fair deal in America.

Beyond all this, however, I also have to
say that I have valued Secretary Bentsen’s
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